
I grew up in a multicultural neighborhood in New York City, not
far from Little Italy and Chinatown. Early on I was interested in
writing and photography. I think the storytelling is probably a result
of my father’s talent for creating bedtime stories on the fly.

The year 1973 brought a move to Eugene, Oregon, and a stint of
working in the woods for several years, mostly planting trees. I also
helped to form The Community Center for the Performing Arts.

 Later, at the University of Oregon I earned BA and MS degrees in
Computer Science. In 1985, I spent four months in Nicaragua
volunteering to create a database of their historic buildings. I
married another graduate student, from Hungary, and we moved to
Portland, where I worked for 15 years in the computer industry.

All this time, I read a lot and would occasionally dabble in writing
and story telling. (I performed as a story teller on several occasions.)
My family spent the 2002-03 school year in Estonia (my wife was on
a Fulbright teacher exchange), and I was able to begin writing my
first novel, The Songbook of Suomi. For the next several years I
worked on researching this project, and in 2006, spent eight months
in Southern Spain writing it.

That book led me to realize how much I love writing. Since then, I
have completed several short stories, two screenplays (The Magician
and Carmen of Bogotá), as well as several short stories and novellas.
I have had a short article published in Author Magazine, and I am
writing as much as I can. To date, none of my major fiction works
have been published, though I am marketing them.

Personal Statement:
I have loved the natural world since my days in summer camp near

Bear Mountain in New York State. Yet I also love people and culture,
especially the “close to the earth” culture such as Flamenco and other folk
music. To my mind, it is related that I am a long time student of Mythology
and Folklore. Perhaps a little farther afield is my interest in the Philosophy
of Science.

I also enjoy photography, woodworking and gardening.
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Photography

Though only on an amateur photographer. I have had
exhibitions in Portland, Estonia, and Spain.

Photography has fascinated me since grade school, and in High School I
began to practice as a hobbyist. I had the good fortune at that time to come
across a photography magazine issue dedicated solely to composition. The
principles learned there have been a strong point ever since.

As my wife is Hungarian, we have spent a lot of time traveling in different
countries throughout Europe, including Hungary, Estonia, Finland, Greece,
and Spain, all subjects to my camera. In 2011 I spent two months in
Colombia.

Over the years, a few of my photos have made it to print in local newspapers.
My first  exhibition was in 1999, at a local café in Portland. In 2000 and 2001,
I exhibited in three juried exhibition winning several honorable mention
awards, and at the Oregon Salon of Photography 2000 exhibition, the Best
Photo of People award for Three Boys, Alquezar, Spain.

Besides café exhibitions, I have had a personal exhibition in Tartu, Estonia
(2003) Tokaj, Hungarian Wine Country. While writing my novel, the cultural
office of the city of Arcos de la Frontera sponsored an exhibition, Rostros de
Andalucía (Faces of Andalusia).

I believe that all photography has a journalistic aspect to it, in that, by
definition, it is a recording of light that exists at one given moment in time.
While some photographers try to move as far as possible from the journalistic
into manipulated and/or abstract images, my personal choice is to stick close
to it, hoping that my sense of composition and my view for seeing the
commonplace in a new way, can meld the journalistic with art.

As for portraits, I am deeply moved by the following quote by photographer
Philippe Halsman:

• The fascination with the human face has never left me... Every face I
see seems to hide - and sometimes fleetingly to reveal - the mystery of
another human being. Capturing this revelation became my goal and
passion.

I have been lucky in that many people have been kind enough to open up to
me in this regard.
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Exhibitions and Awards

2000 Oregon Salon of Photography – Oregon State Fair
Best Photo  of People award for “Three boys –
Alquezar, Spain”
Two other honorable mentions.

2001 Lake Oswego Art Show
Honorable Mention for “Cattle Drive, Hungary”

2001 Oregon Salon of Photography – Oregon State Fair
Two Honorable Mentions

Solo Exhibitions

2001- Running Exhibition in Javaman Cafe
2008
2003 Tokaj: Hungari Venimaa (Tokaj: Hungarian Wine

Country):  Exhibition at Tartu University, Tartu,
Estonia.

2004 A Sense of Place: month-long exhibition, Cafe
Torrefazione, Pearl District, Portland, Oregon.

2006 Rostros de Andalucia (Faces of Andalusia):
Exhibition, by invitation of the Department of
Culture, the City of Arcos de la Frontera, Spain.

2007 Rostros de Andalucia (Faces of Andalusia) – 
Twin Paradox Café, Portland.

2010 Photos – Local Goods Store, Portland.
2011 Photos – Bread & Ink Cafe, Portland.

Comments from Rostros de Andalucía exhibition in Arcos:
• “I admire your work all the more for its naturality [sic] and simplicity and the sympathy for

the people.” M. Van Wibern of Amsterdam.
• “En cada rostro se adivina un poquito el alma de la persona.” (“In each face one gets a glimpse

of the person’s soul.”) Mara, from Tenerife.
• “Si Arcos es una obra de la naturaleza y el hombre relevante, acciones culturales como este

exposición ayuda a comprender el espíritu de Andalucía.” (“If Arcos is a work of nature and
man is relevant, then cultural events such as this exhibition help to understand the soul of
Andalusia.”) Jesús Ruíz, Arcos de la Frontera.


